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Malawi – Mthengo wa Nthenga 

AIDS treatment centre for the Community of Sant'Egi dio 

Innovative energy to fight AIDS in Malawi 
 
Milan, 4th February 2014 

The first downpours herald the forthcoming rainy season but the sun still shines for several hours a day in 

Mthengo wa Nthenga, providing energy for the DREAM centre and the molecular biology laboratory. 

With contributions from Total France Foundation, the support of Total Malawi, and the technical collaboration of 

the company IME - Pastore Italia, a well integrated Italian-Malawian technical team has recently put a hybrid 

power plant into operation. By taking energy from solar panels and storing it in batteries it supplies 

environmentally friendly electric power free of charge. This will allow savings on the cost of diesel fuel and in 

electricity bills, freeing up resources that can be used for other necessities at DREAM. 

This is due to the very powerful, innovative SUNSYS HPS (Hybrid Power System) solution, designed and made 

by Socomec especially for Africa and areas without electricity, or where the power supply is not continuous. 

140 solar panels supply 35 kWp of electric power that is partly used and partly stored in 32 special batteries with 

a total capacity of 100 kWh. 

Plant yield is very high with the weather and altitude conditions in the Lilongwe area, and therefore various 

departments in the nearby Francisco Palau Hospital will benefit from the energy produced by SUNSYS HPS. 

The batteries step in when there is not enough sunshine to supply the energy required, or during the night. Even 

if the battery energy is insufficient the SUNSYS HPS system will take the required energy from the local grid or, 

failing that, will start the diesel generator. 

As a result the diesel generator, which has been operating for several hours a day up until now, will be off for 

much longer time periods. This will reduce running costs considerably and the DREAM centre will have a much 

'greener' footprint, bringing CO2emissions into the atmosphere down to almost zero. 

This is a unique solar plant model in Africa applied to health services which, if replicated, would allow African 

health facilities, and especially analysis laboratories, to operate continuously and at a sustainable cost for 

everyone. 

Working together daily for more than a month has fostered good relationships between the technicians and made 

it possible to share information and professional experience, which has been enriching for everyone concerened. 

Practical assembly work alternated with training sessions on solar energy plants and the various elements of the 

SUNSYS HPS system. 

The plant was inaugurated on 16th December 2013 and the event was attended by the CEO of Total for 

Southern Africa, the Total Malawi Country Director, the Malawian Minister for Energy and the Minister for Health, 



 

 
 

Press release  

 

PAGE 2/2 

as well as those responsible for the DREAM program, staff from the hospital and the nuns who run it, and 

numerous patients. Everyone expressed congratulations for the extraordinary accomplishment achieved as a 

result of the partnership between the Community of Sant `Egidio and the Total Foundation. This partnership is 

still in its early days and the same model will soon be implemented in many other DREAM centres in southern 

Malawi. 

That is the secret of DREAM, to involve lots of people so that dreams can come true. 

(Text taken from the website DREAM - Community of Sant’Egidio: http://dream.santegidio.org) 

 

 

 

THE SOCOMEC GROUP IN BRIEF 
Founded in 1922, SOCOMEC is an independent  industrial group 
with a workforce of 3000 people in 21 subsidiaries around the 
world. 
Our core business – the availability, control and safety of 
low voltage electrical networks with increased focus on our 
customers’ power performance. 
In 2012, the SOCOMEC Group posted a turnover of 441M€. 
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